MILITARY  AIR 


PROJECT  10073  RECORD  CARD 


K DAT€ 

2.  LOCATJON 

25  Sep  6o 

S of  Midway  Islands 

3.  OATE'TIUe  CROUP 

A TYPE  OP  OBSERVATION 

Local  . 

D Craund^  Vt  ikiaf 

□ Croifvid-Rodar 

GMT  26/O7OOZ 

Xl  A|^  Vi  fwol 

□ Air*  1rvf«rc*pt  Radar 

5.  PHOTOS 

aT'source 

□ Y«« 

QC.Vo 

Military 

7.  LENGTH  OP  OBSERVATION 

i.  NUMBER  OP  OBJECTS 

9,  COURSE 

4 min 

one 

10.  BRIEP  SUMMARY  SICHTINC 

Bound  or  oval  object,  six  Inches  in  dla.net er, 
continually  changing  red,  green  and  white.  The 
light  from  the  object  was  very  bright.  Object 
climbed  frco  water  level,  sped  past  the  tail. 
Object  passed  from  view  behind  a cloud  bank. 


II.  COMMENTS 


13.  CONCLUSIONS 
D Wqi 

O Probably  Bottoofi 
O Poisibly 

O Woi  AiicroM 

□ Pfobobty  Aircfofi 
Q Potftibly  Aircraft 

O Wot  Aifrtiriomii c at 
O Probably  A AtPor>oml col 
D Pe»«iibly  Aitrohomleol 

Q n.t,..  Refraction 

O tn«ufftclonl  Doto  for  Evoluotton 
Q UifkrvoMi 


Object  was  probably  atmospheric 
refraction  of  the  star  Arcturus 
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APPROX  DURATION  OF  EACH  SEPARATE  SIOHTIMG  OF  THE  OBJ?  HUW  DID  THE 
WITNESSES  DETERMINE  THAT  EACH  SUBSSQU2NT  3IGKTLNO  ‘WAS  THE  SAMS 
OBJECT? 
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outs.  OR  REFERS  TO 

A?C IN-38302 
AFGIN-Ua2x 


TTTPE  MBO  (Chatk) 


SPeCIAI.  INSTRUCTIONS 


ATIC,  W-P  AFB 


CQFS  USAF  WASH  DC 


FHOMt  AFCIN  -ii£2x 


YOUR  i-!SG  AFCTN-30302  AND  ATIC  MSG  APCLN-Jm52x  10-1*1631.  IT  IS 


XHB  ATIC  CONCLUSION  THAT  TKB  OBJ  WITNESSED  BY  THE  CREW  OF  A MILITARY 


AIRCRAFT  AT  0700Z  ON  26  SEP  60,  WAS  PROBABLY  ATMOSPHERIC  HSFRACTICN 


OF  THE  STAR  AiiCTURUS.  THE  AIRCRAFT  AT  POSITION  21-S2N,  178-25W 


REFRACTION  IS  THE  BENDING  OF  LIGHT  AS  IT  ENTERS  OR  LEAVES  A DENSER 


OR  LESS  DENSE  MEDIUi-i.  ELVGSS  (LIGHT)  SEEM  UNDER  T-ffiSE  COtJDITIONS 


WILL  SEEM  TO  TWINKLE,  CHANGE  BOTH  COLOR  AMD  INTENSITY,  CHANGE  SKA? 


AS  WELL  AS  TO  DANCE  AROUND  AND  APPEAR  TO  RUSH  TOWARD  AND 


AWAY  FROM  THE  OBSERVER.  A SECONDARY  EFFECT  IS  THAT  OF  DISPERSION 


LIGHT  OF  DIF^EHStJT  WAVS  LENGTHS  (COLOR)  BENDS  AT  DIFFERENT  ANGLES 


THEREFORE  THE  OBJECTS  ALL  APPEAR  MULTI-COLORED.  WHEN  THE  SUN 


MOON  OR  STARS  ARE  LOW  ON  THE  HORIZON  TKS  LIGHT  RAYS  ARE  BENT  BY  THE 


ATMOSPHERE  INTO  A CURVED  PATH  WHICH  RSirDERS  THESE  OBJECTS  VISIBLE 
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DATS 

12 

TIME 

1U23 

MONTH 
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PRECEDENCE 

action 

~~Ro^rriNS 
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REPLACES  DO  FORM  173*  X ©CT  A WHICH  WILL  RE  UliEO  UNTIL  EXHAUbTCO 
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SECUKITY  ClMSIFICAnOH 


FROMi 


WHEN  THEY  ARE  IN  REALITY  ABOUT  UN3-IIALF  DEGREE  BSLO'rf  THE  HORIZON 


THE  INC  REAS  mo  DENSITY  OF  THE  LOWER  AIR  CAUSES  THE  RAYS  TO  BSjD 


THE  STAR  ARCTURUS  WAS  AT  A*N  AZIMUTH  WHICH  CORRESPONDS  TO  THAT 


REPORTED  BY  THE  WITNESSES  AND  WOULD  APPEAR  ON  OH  JUST  BELOW  THE 


HORIZON  AT  THEIR  LATITUDE  AT  THE  HOUR  OF  THE  SIGHTING 


MAGNITUDE  OF  ARCTURUS  IS  0.2.  ONLY  FIVE  STARS;  BErfELGEUX,  CA*NOPUS 


RIGEL  KENTAURUS  A-W  VEGA  ARE  BRIGHTER.  THE  MOTIONS 


ATTRI31TTED  TO  THE  OBJ  ARE  PROBABLY  DUE  TO  APPARENT  MOTIONS  RESULT 


ING  FROM  INCONSISTENCIES  IN  THE  ATMOSPHERE  AND  RELATIVE  MOTION 


liESULTING  FROM  AIRCRAFT  MOVEMENT.  IT  WOULD  NOT  BE  UNUSUiU*  FOR 


EI?£R:ENCED  OBSERVERS  TO  BE  FOOLED  BY  TIfIS  PHENOMENA.  SIMILAR 


EXPERIENCES  HAVE  EVEN  FOULED  QUALIFIED  PROFESSIONAL  ASTRONaMERS 


FOR  A LIMITED  TIME 
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FM  COMDR  PACAFBASECOM  HICKAM  AFB  HAWAII 

TO  RJUFAL/CMDR  AIR  DEFZriSE  COMMAND  EMT  AFB  COLORADO  A 

RJHPKA/CMDR  HAWAIIAN  AIR  DEFENSE  DIVISION  WHEELER  AFB  HAWAII 
RJEDSQ/CMDH  AIR  TECHNICAL  INTELLIGENCE  CENTER  WPAF3  OHIO 
RJE2HQ/H0  USAF  WASH  DC 

RJEZHQ/SEC  OF  THE  AIR  FORCE  WASH  DC 
DT 

UriCLASEFTO  FROM  BDI  212.  HQ  USAF  FOR  AFCIN,  SEC  OF  AF  FOR  SAFIS 
REFERENCE  AFH  200-2,  PARA  15.  SUBJECT;  UFOB  REPORT.  UFOB  WAS 
SPOTTED  26/07002.  REPORTED  AS  FOLLOWS*  Al.  OBJECT  WAS  ROUND  OR  OVAL 
IN  SHAPE;  2 SIX  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER  IF  HELD  IN  HAND  AT  ARMS  LENGTHS 
3 CONTINUALLY  CHANGING  RED,  GREEN  AND  WHITE*  ONE  COLOR  WOULD  LAST 
^ROM  THREE  TO  FOUR  SECONDS  BEFORE  MIXING  INTO  NEXT  COLOR,  THE 
LIGHT  FROM  THE  OBJECT  WAS  VERY  BRIGHT.  A.  ONLY  ONE  OBJECT  SIGHTED 
SEVERAL  TIMES.  5.  N/A  6*  NONE  7.  NO  TAIL  DESCERNI3LE  S.  NO  SOUND 
HEARD  BY  THE  CREW,  9,  NOtlE.  Bl.  OBJECT  WAS  VERY  BRIGHT.  FIRST 


« .-i,  , ^ _ 

> L I i /t  « iJ  : 


r :E  LEFT  SCAMMER,  THEN  THE  RCEHT  SCANNER,  NAVISArO.R, 
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PAGE  TWO  RJHPKM  157F 

PILOT  AMD  AIRCRAFT  COMMANDER,  IN  THAT  ORDER.  2.  OBJECT  CLIMBED  FROM 
WATER  LEVEL  AT  EIGHT  O’CLOCK  POSITION.  SPED  PAST  THE  TAIL  TO  *njE 
FIVE  O'CLOCK  POSITION.  MISSION  AIRCRAFT  IN  A TURN  TO  THE  LEFT^,^ 
OBJECT  LOST  FROM  VIEW.  NEXT  SIGHTING,  MISSION  ACFT  OUT  OF  TURN 
LEVEL  AT  FIFTEEN  THOUSAND  FEET  CSE  TWO  ONE  EERO  DEGREES,  OBJECT 
SIGHTED  AT  SIXTH/ DEGREES  REL  BEARING  FORTY  DEGREES  HIGH  MOVING 
ACROSS  MISSION  ACFT  NOSE  TO  A REL  BEARING  OF  THREE  THREE  2t.R0 
DECREES  LOW.  OBJECT  PASSED  FROM  VIEW  BEHIND  A CLOUD  BANK,  TOPS, 

TEN  THOUSAND.  D.  26/a7U2-2152N/17325W . OBSERVED  FOR  A TOTAL 


OF  FOUR  MINUTES  (2)  MIGHT. 
BT 

27/02 A IZ  SEP  RJHPKM 
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P 252340Z 
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TO  RJEDSO/ATIC 
INFO  RJHPKM/PACAF 
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FROM  AFC IN  83302 


request  an  ANALYSIS  BE  ACCOMPLISHED  AS  TO  ANY  ASSOCIATION  OR 
CORRELATION  WHICH  CAN  BE  DEDUCED  FROM  ALL  UFOB  REPORTS  WHICH 
HAVE  BEEN  SIGHTED  NEAR  THE  SiBIR  CLASS  VESSELS  OR  NORTHWARD 
FROM  HAWAII  OVER  THE  PAST  10  DAYS*  IT  IS  REQUESTED  A REPLY 
BE  ACCOMPLISHED  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE  WITH  PACAF  ALSO  ADDED  AS 
ADDRESSEE* 

BT 


25/234AZ  SEP  RJEZHQ 
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SCATTI^Ri-  C'JMULUS,  TC?S  2i-^2  FE2T  • FIRST  SiRiTING  DURATIOT  j ON;l 

.iiN'UTE;  srcc:;d  siCTn:G  nuHATiori  thhet  :a:iUTTs-  by  color,  siz^ 
;.::c  clcsz  PROxnaiY  cf  t:-:e  t;;c  sio’rtk.gs* 


JOINT  MESSAGEFORM 


SPACE  BEtXiW  RESERVED  FOR  COMMUNICATION  CENTER 


AFCIN-38302 


ROM 


SPECIAL  INSTNUCTIONS 


COFS  USAF  WASH  DC 


INFOt  PACAP  HICKAH  AFB  HAWAH 


APCIN-iiE2x 


FOa  AFC  IN.  HEF  YOUR  .'-ISG  AFC  IN  88302,  C»JLY  TWO  SrCHTINOS  Of  UNIUSNTI 


FTSD  FLYING  OBJECTS  HA'/E  BEEN  aSPOHTED  TO  ATtC  FROM  THE  HAWAIIAN 


AREA  IN  THE  PAST  10  DAYS.  ON  18  SEP  60,  AT  10152  AND  POSITION 


35-20N,  176-13W,  AN  ELLIPTICAL  SHAPED  OBJ  THE  SIZE  OF  A FOOTBALL 


'WAS  SIOKTED.  THE  C6J  LEFT  A TRAIL  AND  WAS  BRIGHT  OHA.NCS  IN  COLOR 


WHEIf  FIRST  SEEN  THE  OBJ  WAS  FWE  DEGREES  ABOVE  THE  HORIZON  AND 


FOLLOWED  A HORIZONTAL  TRAJECTORY  ON  A COURSE  OF  APPROX  100  DEGREES 


THE  QB’J  WAS  APPROX  FIVE  DEGRESS  ABOVE  THE  HORIZON  WHEN  IT  DISAP' 


THE  OBJ  WAS  IN  SIGHT  FR  20  TO  30  SECONDS.  WITNESSES 


REPORTED  THAT  THE  SPEED  OF  THE  CBJ  APPEARED  SLOWER  TllAN  THE  AVERAGE 


METEOR.  THIS  SIGHTING  WAS  REPORTED  BY  THE  CREW  OF  A NATY  AIRCRAFT 


ATIC  ANALYZED  THIS  SIGHT  DJG  ,\S  PROBABLY  DIJE  TO  THE  .l^SERVlTI  :N  OF 


A i^EOR  OF  THE  "FIREBALL"  CU.S3.  THE  DESCRIPTrON  BY  THE  WtTNESoES 


( ATune 


tut*,  ti  ritttuirmtll 


p'iiL:?  VI  VIS 
Coljf«L,  VS.\7 

Deputy  Tor  Science  and  Cotr.ponents 


i 


JOINT  MESSAGEFOKM-CL.ilNUATION  SHEET 


StOIRItV  OAfsSIFICATIC 


FROM. 


ATIC,  V*-P  AFB 


"tT 


FITS  THAT  OF  THE  CHARACTERISTIC  FIHJiBALL,  E'/EN  TO  THE  RiSLATIVSLY 
SLOW  ‘/ELOCITY.  FIREBALLS  ARE  CHARACTERISTICALLY  SLOWER  THAJi  THE 
ORDINARY  METEOR  AND  THIS  IS  PARTICtJLARLY  TRUE  OF  THOSE  SEEN  IN  THE 
EARLY  E’/ENING,  THE  TIME  THIS  SIGHTING  OCCURRED. 

ON  26  SEP  60,  AT  0700Z  AND  POSITION  21-52N,  178-25^*^,  AN  UFO  WAS 
C»SER’/2D  3Y  THE  CREW  OF  A MILITARy  AIHCRAFT,  THE  OBJ  WAS  RPTD  AS 
RUUND  OR  OVAL  IN  SHAPE,  SEC  INCHES  IN  DIAMETER  AT  AR.’C'S  LENGTH  AND 
CONTINUALLY  CHANGElfi-rROH  iffiD  TO  GREEN  TO  WHITS  ALD  iiEPSArDG  THE 
CYCLE.  EACH  COLOR'-WOULD  PERSIST  FOR  THREE  TO  TOUR  SECuNDS  BEFORE 
CHANGING  TO  THE  NEXT.  TJE  LIGHT  FROM  THE  OBJ  WAS  RPi’D  TO  BE  VERY 
BRIGHT.  ONLY  ONE  OBJ  WAS  HPTD,  BOT  IT  WAS  OBSERVED  SEVERAL  rii4ES, 
THE  OBJ  LEFT  NO  TAIL  OR  TiUIL  A.ND  i-lADE  NO  SOUND  WHICH  CuULD  3S 
DETECTED  BY  THE  WITNESSES.  WHEN  THE  CbJ  WAS  FIRST  SIGHTED  THE 
MISSION  AIRCRAFT  WAS  IN  A LEFT  TURN,  TiiE  OBJ  APPEARED  TO  CLII-S 
FROM  WATER  LE’/SL  AT  THE  SIGHT  O'CLOCK  POSITION,  SPED  PAST  THE 
TAIL  OF  THE  RPTG  AIRCRAFT  TO  THE  FIVE  O'CLOCK  POSITION  .VHSRE  XT  iJAS 


'LOST  FROM  VIEW.  WHEN  NEXT  THE  OBJ  SEEN  THE  MISSION  AIRCRA^'T 
WAS  LEVEL  AT  15,000*  ON  A COURSE  OF  210  DEGRESS.  THE  OBJ  WAS 
SIGI-fTSD  AT  SlXri  DEGRESS  RELATIVE  BEARING  AT  UO  DSCRSSS  ELEVATION 
AND  .-iOV-MG  ACROSS  THE  NOSS  TO  A RSLATt'^S  BEARING  OF  310  D^.RSES 
Law.  THE  OBJ  DISAPPEARED  BEHIND  A CLCJUD  HANK  wTTH  TU^S  AT  10,000*. 
THE  OBJ  \<AS  OBSER*/ED  FOR  A TOTAL  0?  FOUR  .jrN’iTEJ.  THIS  ilPT  AHP.r/.lD 
AT  ATIC  ON  27  S3P  60,  AND  HAS  NOT  AS  YcT’  ANALYSED  DUE  TO  THE 

*u3SENCS  OF  .'.SSaNTLA.  LNFO  >HZZA  L\S  ivJN  ■-•lil.'iSTED  ‘ » .’  VOA’.  F. 


VIEW  OF  THE  INFO  'WHICH  IS  AVAILABLE,  THIS  OBJ  CO'JLD  POSSIBLY  HA/i 


svMeot. 
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ATIC,  W-P  AFB  ^ i \ 

BEEN  A USSR  MISSILE  OR  A STAR  NEAR  THE  HORIZON  WITH  MOTION  OF 
THE  MISSION  AIRCRAFT  GIVING  IT  AN  APPARENT  MOTION.  IF  THIS  OBJ 
WAS  A MISSILE,  AND  THE  RP'TD  INFO  OF  ITS  FLIGHT  PATH  'TRUE,  IT  WAS 
PROBABLY  FIRED  FRCM  SOME  SURFACE  VESSEL.  A LCWG  RA^JGS  MISSILE 
WOULD  HAVE  HAD  A PATH  WHICH  APPEARED  MUCH  STRAIQHTER  AND  IT  WOULD 
HAVE  APPEARED  TO  ORIGINATE  ATO-A-SPOT  ABOVE  THE  HORIZON.  HQ  DSAF 


WILL  BE  PROVIDED  WITH  THE  COMPLETE  ATIC  ANALYSIS  B^MEDIATELY  UPON 
ITS  CaMPLETION. 
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PRCCCBKNCC 

?i1 

TY1J  s G |f  J 

ACCOUNTIHG 

symbol 

AF 

ORia.  OR  ACFCRS  TO 

action 

HOOIC^ 

siMowc 

BOI  212 

1 INFO 

1 

CLAsaiFICAriON 
OF  PCFCKKNCC 


UNCUS 


FROM: 


ATIC,  W^P  APB 


<e'7 


HICKAM 


AFB, 


/UNCLAS/PHaM:  APCIN-Ua2x 

PACAF3A3ECCM,  REP  YOUR  MSG  BOI  212,  DTD  27  SEP  60,  RSQ  THE  POLLCWING 
INFO  CONCERNING  THE  SIGHTING  OF  AN  UNIDSNirFIiill  OtiJ  ON  25  SEP  60. 

DID  XiiE  QjJ  APPEAR  THE  SAi*lS  SIZE  AT  ALL  TIMES?  IF  NOf,  EXPUIN  THE 
CHANGE.  DID  THE  QtiJ  START  AS  A POLNT  SoUHCE?  WEiiE  HIS  ilEPOHTED 
COLORS  A CONTINUOUS  ASSOCIATION  OR  ONLY  MOMENTARY?  DED  THE  CP£'W 
;-!ZMaSRS  VIEW  THE  OBJ  O'JT  OF  iflNDOW  AT  THEIR  STATIONS,  OH  FROM  OTHER 

posrnOiNS?  req  a trace,  wiiti  indicated  headings,  of  the  aihcraft 

TRACK  DURING  THE  SIGHTING.  WHAT  WAS  THE  BEARING  OF  THE  OBJECT  WHEN 
FIRST  SEEN?  HOW  FAR  A’,aY  DID  THE  OBJ  APPEAR  'TO  BE  FRuM  THE  A IHCRAFT 

p-g-. 

WHEN  FIRST  SEEN,  AT  ICTO-FLIGHT,  AND  WHEN  UST  SEEN?  RE-CiiECK  THE 
APPARENT  SIZE  OF  IHE  OBJ;  SIX  INCHES  AT  ARM'S  LENGTH  REPRESENTS 
A 1000'  OBJ  AT  APPROX  ONE  STATUTS  MILS  DISTANCE.  WERE  A.VY  PICTURES 
JUDE  OF  THE  (»J?  IF  PICTURES  WERE  MADE,  RBQ  COPIES  3S  FWD  TO  ATIC. 
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